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0 calling’ on Gov. Edmund G,

f- to lead' the move for

[
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federal _ \Merv

ase

(Continued from Page 1A)
Washington, D.C., in this ef-
fort."” :

Blacet emphasized that “‘this
water will stay here, It will not
go southward,'” he added
pointedly. ’n

1t 'will take many years for
losses, in the county i:to ‘be
recovered,” Hansen .noted.

Orland council members
were told” by’ Ringel, former
engineer for the city, that East
Park and Stony Gorge have only
12,000-acre feet in storage.

“Of this, 6,000 acre feet will
be ilost: by evaporation ‘and
transmissiion, '  Ringel
explained.

The fan and ‘the Thermalito
Basin 'in! Butte County have/a
combined' capacity: of about 13
million .acre feet, accordingto
the state Department of Water
Resources (DWR), Anderson
said: 105

He and. Ringel said it was
possible that some of the wells

" would-be drilled to a depth of

600-700 feet.

They. would vield 2,000 gallons
a minute and .would be spaced
about one-fourth mile apart on
assoclation. properties and
possibly on public lands and
those ‘'of some association
members,

Exactlocations:have yet to be

i |

{

include three association officials — Vice
President Harvey Moranda, manager

t 203nger Vise| o mopg olrine pag
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determined. Anderson said un-
derground formations
southwest of Orland ‘‘would be
a place to avoid.”

The . council’s main concern
was that the proposed wells
might endanger five city wells
which ‘reach depths of 150-200
feet. Orland city Engineer Ellis
Rolls and Ringel agreed that
any problem could be worked
out and that domestic water
would have priority over irriga-
tion.

“'Close cooperation,” Ringel
said, “is the answer to the
situation. Support by'the Orland
community “of the: move for
federal funds and the well-
drilling plan is vital.”

Edwards said his concern
was possible lowering of wells
in Orland and' in areas outside
the city. He said/the water to be
pumped from: new wells would
belong to the association and
that there was a possibility
Southern California . districts
would want to'buy some of it:

Rolls asked what effect’ the
new system would have on
wells'50-150 feet deep:

“We ‘have only rough es-
timates,"” ‘Anderson! said. ‘‘In
Thermalito Basin' areas, a well
two miles away from such: a
system would drop perhaps half
a foot.” b

Anderson said that if the

wells weren't drilled, farmers 1

would. drill. their. own wells
deeper. This. could mean one
deep well on ‘each 40 acres.
With 20,000 acres in the Orland
Project, the result would be 500
wells,

“‘However, we’re talking
about 10 per cent of this,”
Anderson said, :

“Ten per cent?”’ Rolls said.
“No owner would pump’ 2,000-
2,500 gallons a minute 24 hours

e sy
were aware of before the meeting.
This: 'was'in contrast to a question-and-

TranaLan LsaLYy

that,” Ringel said. “This might’
have to be an ongoing thing. '
Without wells; crops will be
lost.

*‘We may have to try some in-
novative ideas as to obtaining
federal funds because there-is
no existing program designed;to
help out in situations like ours.”,

Describing the:fan, Anderson
said it was a “dynamic system;
moving through  the valley, or
downward, and 'the water! is
lost.”

Ringel pointed out that It is
fecharged from;a vast area “‘up
back of Black Butte Dam." The
quality of the water would be
the sameras Orland city water,
he said: i

Under the recent DWR
proposal to drill 500 deep wells
in;the Thermalito Basin and the
fan; 200,000 acre feet of water

would be pumped annually

during'dry years:

This)is a.small .amount to be
taken from a  storage of 13
millionyacre feet, Anderson
said. -Heladded that there would
be' “problems” in the Ther-
malito Basin because storage is
low as the result: of soil texture."

Heland Ringel expressed in-
debtednessi to the DWR for its
dataion, the fan. “'Otherwise,”
Anderson:said, ‘‘all we could do
would be to go out and' punch
holes.”

a day, which is'the.amount.that 1

would be pumped under the
proposed new system,”

Rolls also wanted' to know! if
the system would be in wse
during dry years only.

“I'm concerned about 1977
and 1978 and the year after

ed
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derground freshwater source i
ia.
: ipg from 30 wells by M
goaw e association. The fa
from near Corning to an area ne:
and -eastward from, Black B
(west of Orland) to the Sacrame
Glenn and six other northeas
ties have been declared disaste
former President Gerald Ford.
With the water storage lewt
assoeiation's East Park and St
Daris hovering just above the r
stage, only one lean irrigationis
and federal and state forecasts
promise of rain to raise the lev
extent. :
= Adsociation memberS irrig
times during a normal season.
The resclution: calling on B
Teadérship was read aloud to su

by, Moranda, who drew. a swil

response from Codora Superyi:
Hansen.

1 concur,” he said.

#1t's a system that could be
-and later," said Supervisor Day:
Clarks Valley. ‘‘We're in a
situation. It might even be wel
somebody (local representa
(Continued on Page 3A, Colt



